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quarrel  with people or find fault with them.   We want to
understand   the world situation.     We are not irresponsible:
journalists,  We observe   the British or   French or Russiaa
politics with the object of finding out how it will affect the
world situation, and how the world situation will affect India..
We must find out not only facts, but also why those  facts are
happening.   Therefore, when we examine the policies of various-
countries, we do not simply praise or condemn, support or <
oppose; we try to find out why a particular government is.
behaving in a particular manner.    That procedure must be.
adopted by people who want to practise politics in a scientific,;
systematic and rational manner.   How can we plan  unless we.
can see beyond the tip of our nose?   So, whatever has beea
said seemingly in praise of the British Labour Government'^
foreign policy was not an apologia:  the purpose was to counter-
act the tendency on the part of some comrades to bend the stick.
in the other direction.   That would give us a distorted picture,
and preclude a dispassionate judgement.
- There is still another reason why we try to understand the.
foreign policy of the British Labour Government more closely
and clearly than the foreign policy of Peru or Venezuela or evea
of the U.S.A.   It is because we are vitally concerned with
Britain.   India is still a part of the British Empire.   Fate is.
haunting us.   A British Mission has come to make us free; but
the negotiations seem to lead nowhere.   Therefore, whatever
happens to the British Empire, is a matter of life or death for
us.   Immediately, we have to be guided by that aspect of the
international situation.   Notwithstanding the fact that until now
the British Mission has not made much progress, under the
impact of the world situation Britain may still find some way to>
set India free, although that may not mean freedom for the-
Indian people.   As the situation stands at present, it is through,
the intermediary of Britain that the world situation affects India.,
Therefore, we must, in the first place, try to understand Britain's
position and policy.   What the Soviet Government does or
says does not affect us so immediately.   It is very easy to write
an article in the "Pravda", patting Dr. Soekarno on the back or
calling Subhas Bose on one day a Fifth Columnist and the next
tday calling his LN.A.. a revolutionary force.    Such   things